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Navigating CQM Reporting for 2025 UDS Submission 
This guide is designed to help health centers understand the technical systems and reporting 
infrastructure required to meet Clinical Quality Measure (CQM) requirements for the calendar year 2025 
Uniform Data System (UDS).  
 
Key Definitions: 

• CQMs are standardized tools used to measure and track the quality of healthcare provided to 
patients.  

• Electronic CQMs (eCQMs) are the digital version of these measures, utilizing data that is 
automatically extracted from Electronic Health Records (EHRs) and other health information 
technology (health IT) systems for automated calculation and reporting. 

Align Measures and Guidance 

For alignment of UDS clinical quality measures with the 2025 CQMs, utilize dual guidance, referencing 
the UDS Manual for overall workflow and submission considerations, and the eCQI Resource Center for 
applicable electronic specification details.  
 
Key Resources: 

• 2025 UDS manual: Full UDS reporting guidance 
• 2025 UDS Final Changes Program Assistance Letter (PAL): Describes calendar year 2025 UDS 

reporting changes 
• UDS Training and Technical Assistance site for ongoing insights throughout the year 

Prepare for Data Collection 
Understanding the measure specifications is a necessary step to ensure that clinical workflows and 
documentation align with measure requirements.   

• Explore Detailed Specifications on the eCQI Resource Center 
○ For each eCQM of interest, go to its dedicated page on the eCQI site.  Review human-

readable and technical specifications via the “Measure Information” or "Specification 
and Data Elements" tabs.  

○ The measure specifications include population criteria that define the specific patient 
population included in the measure (denominator), as well as the specific data elements 
needed to determine if a patient meets the criteria for the measure (numerator).  

■ Reading the CQL in the specifications will help in understanding how measure 
elements are collected and calculated and is the best starting place for 
successful measure implementation. 

○ Access the eCQM flows from the specifications and data elements tab. These are 
flowcharts designed to assist in the interpretation of the eCQM logic and provide an 
overview of each of the population criteria and associated data elements that lead to 
the inclusion, exclusion, or exception into the eCQM’s denominator and numerator.  

• Access value sets in Value Set Authority Center (VSAC) 

https://ecqi.healthit.gov/ep-ec/ecqms?global_measure_group=eCQMs
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/bphc/compliance/2025-uds-manual.pdf
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/bphc/compliance/pal-2025-03.pdf
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/data-reporting/uds-training-and-technical-assistance
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/ecqm/ec/2023/cms0130v11?qt-tabs_measure=measure-information
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○ Specifications utilize value sets to define each data element. Download relevant value 
sets via VSAC to support the identification of what data qualifies for the denominator 
and numerator as well as data to exclude.  

○ Once you understand the population criteria (as described above), find the relevant 
value sets in the measure specifications. The string of numbers outlined in the 
“terminology” section of the CQL logic is the value set ID. This can be used to search the 
VSAC for codes included in the value sets. 

○ Review the codes for the value set of interest to determine if that particular service you 
are interested in is included. 

Key Resources: 

• Foundational eCQM Video: Access and learn how to navigate through resources in order to 
support eCQM reporting on the UDS 

• eCQI Resource Center: Authoritative specifications and guidance for eCQMs used in federal 
programs, including UDS 

○ Get Started with eCQMs page provides measure descriptions, implementation guides, 
toolkits, and technical materials. 

○ Guide for Reading eCQMs (latest version v10.0, May 2024) provides background on 
eCQM packages, an overview of the human-readable format of eCQMs, and measure 
logic. 

• Value Set Authority Center: Access value sets (collection of clinical codes) for eCQMs (requires 
free UMLS login) 

Prepare Systems, Collect, and Submit Data 
Use implementation guides and test tools, accessed from the eCQI Resource Center, and verify that your 
EHR extracts align. The key is to ensure that your systems are capturing data in accordance with the 
measure specifications. The eCQI value sets, implementation guides, and test tools provide clarity on 
these specifications and can be used to test, cross-check, and further your understanding. This detailed 
understanding can then inform quality improvement initiatives. Report data applicable to the calendar 
year by February 15 of the next calendar year.  

Stay Engaged and Informed  

• Join the eCQI Resource Center User Group: subscribe via email or JIRA issues tracker. 
• Annual eCQM Update (typically published around May each year).  
• Follow ONC JIRA Known Issues tracker for technical updates. 
• UDS reporting updates, through the PAL and Changes Webinar. 
• Subscribe to the BPHC Digest (through the BPHC contact form) for current updates on UDS 

changes and trainings. 

 

https://hiteqcenter.org/Resources/Electronic-Patient-Engagement/Patient-Portals/accessing-and-reading-electronic-clinical-quality-measures-ecqms-for-uds
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/ecqms/about-ecqms
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2025-Guide-for-Reading-eCQMs.pdf
https://vsac.nlm.nih.gov/
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/user/register
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2026-AU-PrePublication-Document-v2.pdf
https://oncprojectracking.healthit.gov/support/projects/EKI/summary
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/bphc/compliance/pal-2025-03.pdf
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/data-reporting/uds-training-and-technical-assistance/reporting-training-schedule
https://hrsa.my.site.com/support/s/
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